Steppenwolf Education’s Maker May Week 2 – MAKER CHALLENGE
Peek into Erika L. Sánchez’s Creative Process
Step One: GENERATE MATERIALS
On Tuesday, May 12 in part one of our workshop, participants were led through these two
brainstorming activities to generate material that can be pulled from when completing STEP
TWO, the Maker Challenge, below. If you didn’t get to join us for part one, you can be guided
through these exercises by watching the livestream video on Steppenwolf Theatre Company’s
Facebook page, here.
Use these two writing exercises to help generate a bank of material you can use later in the
challenge when you are beginning to write your poem.
Visual Translation Exercise:
The poem attached (on the last page of this document) is translated to Ukrainian. (We’re assuming
you don’t know the language, but if you do, please find another poem in a language you are not
familiar with to use instead.) Look at the poem and “translate” it based on how the words look
and what they evoke for you. Don’t censor yourself with logic or reason. It can be completely
nonsensical. Go with your initial instincts.
Music Exercise:
This is a free write! As you listen to the song (Opening by Philip Glass), write down whatever
comes to mind. Again, don’t limit and don’t edit yourself. Try to have a goal of keeping your pen
moving the entire time even if that means repeating the same word over and over until a new
avenue or idea opens up to you.
Step Two: MAKER CHALLENGE
Pick 1 object that means something special to you, something unique. An object that has a very
specific relationship to you (you will not be sharing with anyone what that relationship or what
this object is unless you would like to)
Using the ingredients below, write a 10 – 15-line poem that attempts to communicate how
your chosen object makes you feel without being literal, without telling anyone what the actual
relationship is between you and this object.
Ingredients:
• 3 lines from your response to the Visual Translation Exercise.
• 3 lines from your response to the Music Exercise.
• 1 line that’s a question
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Guiding Questions:
• Think about what kind of images, sounds, smells, colors, textures that this object brings
up?
• You can shift, edit and adjust your lines and ingredients, arrange them however will work
for you.
• Think about how the lines are structured when someone reads them (refer to the Visual
Translation Exercise)
• How do you communicate and translate a feeling?
This maker challenge was inspired by Erika’s poem Suadade. Here is a video of her reading the
piece: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=InFFLZX_UCo
For Friday, May 15:
Come ready to share: Some participants will have an opportunity to opt into sharing their
poems with Erika and the other participants of the webinar. Please only have a maximum of 15lines to share from your poem. Don’t worry about it being “finished” or “perfect.” You only had
72 hours to create this! This is an in-process sharing of our collective work. And no worries if
you would not like to share, only 3- 5 participants will have the opportunity to share with Erika.
Erika will also give us insight into her writing process, and you’ll hear the feedback she gives
others.
How you’ll receive feedback:
In Steppenwolf Education, when giving constructive critique we use an adapted form of Liz
Lerman’s Critical Response Process. Erika will verbally give constructive feedback to those that
opt in to sharing and participants will be able to give feedback in the chat.
•

Step One: Statements of Meaning – as a listener, you state what you
observe/hear. Example sentence starters: I noticed… I heard… This piece made
me feel…

•

Step Two: Artist as Questioner – the artist who shared their work poses
questions they have about their work to each other to get specific feedback.

Read more about Liz Lerman’s Critical Response Process here.
If you want to share your work virtually:
Whether on Instagram, Twitter, or Facebook – use the hashtag #virtualsteped or tag
@steppenwolfthtr (Instagram and Twitter) or @steppenwolftheatre (Facebook) in your posts!

Enjoy making and we will see you Friday, May 15!
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